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THIEC SENDS ME3SAGE TO NATICHAL ASSEMELY
Saigon VIETNAM PRESS in Vietnamese Evening Fditiown 2 Oct 72 s

(Message from RVN President Nguyen Van Thieu to the RVN Kational Assembly at the opening
of 1its ordinary session on 2 October 1972 ]

[Text ] Mr Chairman of the Senate, Mr Speaker of the House of Representatives, Messrs
senators and representatives:

Today, on the occasion of the opening of the National Assembly's October 1972 ordinary
session, I convey to you gentlemen my greetings and have the honor of presenting
two problems to you on the situation and peace.

The Situation

I am sure that in recent months you gentlemen and 4ll our people have follsowd the siftuation
every hour and minute and ardently expected our armed forges to defeat aggression,

reoccupy our territory, and rapidly restove the situation which must be at least as

-good as that prior to 29 March 1972. : :

Our ultimate goal is not only o defeat the aggressor communists in the south but also

to deprive the communists of any strength from whevever 1t may come and to strengthen
our might% so as to force the communists to renounce their aggressive schemes and acts.
Securlty in the south will then be truly and firmly maintained and 4if a peace solubtion

is to come about, we can hopefully expect it to be guaranteed so the southern people will
be able to live peacefully to permanently develop their country.

We are progressing btoward attaining this ultimate goal at all costs.

In talking about the situation prior to 29 March 1972, I wish to recall that on that
day, especially in our South Vietnam as well as in North Vietnam and on the territories
of the Khmer Republic and Laos, the communists still had considerable forces: First,
the flow of supplies from the red imperialists te North Vietnam and the rate -of supply
and infiltration from the north to the south were the strongest ever; and second, the
communists were ready to launch a large=-scale offensive called the final phase of the
aggressive war in the south in 1972,

Although as of 29 March 1972 the territorial security as well as the pacification ang
development results in our South Vietnam were the most satisfactory so far, our problem
continued to be that of coeping with and defeating this large-scale offensive,

Should what I called "a decisive confrontation of forces between our army and that of the

communists prior to the emevgsnce of a beace sclution” oceur, this threat would be solved
once and for all and the situation in our South Vietnam would be stabilized.
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oOnly after this confrontation of forces, will the war dwindle ard a peacs solubion be
Lttained with some hope of success.

iz confrontation nas occurred and we are liguidating these forces.

Even if the situation prior to 29 ¥arch 1972 is reestaplished, we will not be satisfied
with it snd we cannob halt there.

Our ultimate goal is not as simple as this.

This means that we must rot only recapture gll our land and recontrol all the southern
people, but we must also deprive the communists in the south and the north of their
capabilities to replay their old tricks.

I maintain that united and of a single mind, all our armed forces and people will suceed
in accomplishing this.

l

Retween as and tThe communists, those who are presevering will win.
T# we want to live, we must win. Therefore, we must persevere.
Peace

For the past few years everyone has talked about peace. In recent menths more and more
talk has been heard about peace, about one solution or another, about the coming cease~fire
and so torth.

I would like to reiterate that cur south itself hopes more than anyone else that peace
will soon cone and we ourselves have worked harder and gone farther than anyone else.

On the other hand, the communists yell for peace louder than anyone else but they are more
stubborn and teacherous than anyone else.

We are not afraid of a cease-Fire, nor do we evade it. We oursleves hope a ceagse-firs
will soon come so peace will Dbe restored quickly. We have also many times demanded talks
on an immedlate cease-fire. Meanwhile it is the communists who are more afraid of a
cease~fire than anyons else.

fntil 29 March, those innocent people who had been rocked to sleep anhd nisled into
supparting the communists and those who had falsely accused the RVN of being an
impediment to peace perhaps renvunced their sophism in favor of the communists.

Sinee that day the communists have openly laid bare their true faces of deceit. They
arrived in Paris over 3 years ago, not to negotiate peace seriously with a peaceful
will but to save the north from bombings pending a complete U.S. trosp withdrawal ard to
prepare adequate means, awaiting the most favorable moment, in the hape that can

defeat the RVN by force.

To the past 3 years and more, the communists have refused to negotiate peace seriously
because they had at their dispesal 15 infantry divisions, from five to seven artillery
and antizircraft divisions together with 1,000 tanks waiting to come soubth to stage

e last babtle in 1972.
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the communists have run up and down Prom Hanol Lo Faris, The USSA,

a £
a and nave msds contacts with ths United States tiwe and again, acting
as i they truly want peace in 1. or2 days, with one solution or another. Tut in

. reality, they merely aim atb exploiting the U.S. voters, dividing the people and the
U.5. Government, dividing the United States and ourselves, and at the same time once
again deceiving world public opinion.

In fact, no words, gestures or acts on their part have indicated that they have had
any good will in the past Y4 years or more.

On the contrary, troops, weapons and ammunition have been continuously sent from.the
north to the south, Laos, and Cambodia to prolong the war of aggression.

After the failure of the maneuver to impose a coalition government on the south.
the lackey tool called the NFLSV on 11 September 1972 had to play again the "three-
segment national concord governnment ™ farce. QOn 1 September 1972 the Hanoi ring-
leaders ostentatiously voiced their support, and later on this farce was again
weleomad and encouraged by their imperialist and colonialist masters.

Our government has officially rejected this treacharous solution and its 1llogical
formwula.

Politieal, religious, and popular organizations, senators, representatives and

local elected organizations throughout the country have vehemently denouncea_this
deceitful maneuver and this tricky faree played by the communists in coilusion

Wwith the colonialists and supported by their lackeys--a cunning Vietnamese political
group. In this south, all the RVN people have abhorred the colonalists and
communists to the highestgextenta Therefore, the communists and the colonialists
are no longer able to decaive anyone and only a group of their lackeys will raspond
to their words and do what they are told to do.

I referred to these points élearly during my talk to the compatriots, comhatants,
and cadres throughout the country in the ancient capital of Hue on the night orf
20 September 1972.

Today the RVN Government once again confirms:

In' a solutiqn for the war in Vietnam, North Vietnam is the aggressor from the
outside. Naturally it will not be allowsd to enjoy anything or any right in the
south. On the‘oontrary, it has the duty to end all acts of aggression in the south
and withdraw all of its tools of aggression to the north. :

Moreovér, the north must compensate the southern people for all the damage and
Sorrow caused them by their infiltration during the past 18 years.

In a solution to the war in all of Indochina, North Vietnam also bears a similar
responsibility toward the Khmer Republic and Laos.

In everything concerning the RVN, the Khmer Republic, and Laos, North Vietnam must
respect these three Indochinese countries! territory, sovereignty, independence,
freedom, and peace. TFirst of all, it must not interfere in or stir up domestic
political affairs in any of them.

i
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In the south a political solution is a domestic affair of the south. It is & rizght and
responsibility of the southern people to settle it among themselves. No cne is allowed
Lo interfere.

The South Vietnamese people now have a unique constinutional, legal government, Every
domestic political solution and problem of the south must be approved by the present
sonstitutional, legal RVN Govarnment and by the South Vietnamese people,

‘"herefore, only the present RVN Govermment is competent to discuss and approve any
qomastic politieal solution for the south and no one has the right to do it irn 1its place.

The RVN Goverament and the northern administration would discuss only what concerns the
Lwo parts,

‘The RVN is always ready to do this.

The RVN Government interferes in no domestic affairs of the northern administration and
neople. Therefore, it requires that the north absolutely do the same with the south,

—

The sattlement of the southern domestic political problem is a domesbic affair of the
southepn people, that is, an affair between the present constitutional, lesal RVN Govern-
mant and its adversary side called the "southern liberation front, "

The RVN Government has declared many times that it stands ready te gonduct disgussions
with it at any place.

Any domestisc political solution for the south must be based on the principle of the
national rizght to seli-determination and carried out in the spirit of the national
reconcliliation of the South Vietnamese people and the South Vietnamese people only.

This national right to self-determination must be sericusly implemented throuzh demozcratic
procedures that really respect the people’s absolute freedom of ahoice and determination
and this spirit of national recgonciliation must be implemented honestly.

Besides the direct participation of all components of the South Vietnamese people, broad
international control or observation is very necessary to certify and insure freedon,
democracy and fairness to any of these procedures.

Mo prefabricated mechanism, in any form whatscever, c¢an be imposed to forece the RVN
Government and people Lo accept such 2 mechanism.

Also, the RVN Government and people will accept no formula, no matter how many segments
it would have, of any organization, that is a result of an arbitrary decision and has
v rational bvasis.

Yrat o is decnided by the South Vietnamese people means that everything must faithfully
waflent their will that is manifested throuzh their fres, demccevratias choilce and
q3aision,  Only if this is acgzomplished -~aa it be sald that The soubhnern reopla’s
flzhn o self-densrmination is truly raspgaestad and that fthe pelitinal situafion in

zhe south is reflentad truly, corrveectly and faithfully,
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Dear gentlemen:. The points which I have presented and which are related to the
restoration of peace and the settlement of the internal political problem in South
vietnam, are also the basic principles for a peace solution which we have sought
and are seeking and which we expect to come soon to us,

The peace, which we have sought and are sseking, is a peace based on the reasoh and
honor of eﬁery0ne and for everyone. This peace also bears a special Vietnamese
characteristic, which is national love and concord and the elimination of hatred
and the great national unity among the Vietnamese people themselves who are of the
same breed. '

These basic principles can be summed up as follows:

Mititarily, all foreign countries must withdraw their armles to their territories
and must not invade any other neighboring countries directly or indirectly or cavry
out infiltration and acts of sabotage, organize riot-inciting activities and ter-
voristic acts, or interfere In their internal affairs.

Politieally, on RVN territory we advocate a2 policy of reconciliation so that people
from the other side of the frontiine can participate in a peacefMil manner and with-
out the use of military strength or violence 1n the common activitiles of the nation
on the basis of the right of self-determination according to gemiinely free and
democratic procedures. '

Regarding the problems between the south and the north, we propose that the two ad-

ministrations hold serious discussions on the relations bebtween the south and the

north on the basis of beaceful coexistence while walting for favorable conditions
jo achieve national unification,

 These fundamental points were pointed out repeatedly in our hasic six-poilnt pence
plan of 7 April 1969, our cease-~fire proposal of 8 October 1970, our political
soiution fur the internal affairs of South Vietnam on 11 July 1962, and in our
eightepoint solution of 27 January 1972 in which we mentionad the procedures for
the holding of the elections.

These do not include many other occasions when we displayed our good will through:
such conerste acts as our readiness Lo hold talks with any one of bhem at any time
and in any place to discuss any problems without posing any preliiminary conditions.
We also carried out uwany cease~fires, released many disabled POWiz or POW's who
were affected by incurable disesses, and reallized the exchange ¢f healthy POWTs.

Our proposals have become more and more open-minded, broadensd, and sensible and
reasonable. We have made maximum concessions based on the right of self-determinz-
tion and the spirit of national reconciiiation.

Meanuhile, the communists have become more and more deceitful and stubborn through
their increasing unreasonable and Insolent proposals. They want t0 eliminate that
which balongs to and is established by the South Vietnamese pecple in order to im-
pose a communist regime disgulsed as a coalition government.

[f the commuﬁists really have good will for paace as they have rrequently bally-
hooed, let them ond all their deceitful political maneuvers and hold serious talks
with tng AVN Government to discuss the procedures to end the war on the basis of
£h2 South Vietnamses people's right to s~if-determinatlion as they have constantiy
w3vscataed and demanded that it be realived gt all costs.
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Qoee agalr we %ell the communists that the door to peace iz skill open wide. ®hat the
seurhis good will for peace is s5till maintained and that the arms of ratisnal conzord
contirye o walt Ffor them. Howaver, to have peace, fthe communists must haik directly
and seriouslyv with the Governmment of the Republic of Vietnam and must rot believe tnat
sha proplem between us and them car be solved through a ftreacherous trick or deceitful
solution.

Dear gentlemen, because the Vietnamese war is of international importange and is

related to international peace and general international stabilization arnd because the
Vietnamese osituation must be placed within the framework of Southeast asia, the Republic
of Vietnam has also expressed its stand on the relationship between us and other
countries,

Recently the problem of neutralizing Vietnam, Indochina and Southeast Asia has been
frequently posed.

Nevertheless, the terms "neutrality" and "neutralization" remain so far very vague.

On this occasion, I wish to express the stand of the Republic of Vietnam Government more
clearly.

As for our Republic of Vietnam, 1t has many times stated that it advocates no aggression
against anyone, no participatiocn in any military alliance, and will not allow any
nation to use its own territory to invade or threaten any cther nation.

The Republic of Vietnam has also asserfted its rzadiness to solve the present war on the
basis if the basic principles of the 1954 geneva accords., In our 27 January 1972 eight-
point solution, we proposed in point three that "South Vietnam and other nations ir
Indochina must follow a foreign policy consistent with the military stipulations of the
1954 Geneva accords.”

These stipulations prohibit ths introduction of additional troops and military personnel
into Vietnam and forbid the south and the north to participate in any military alliance.
They do not allow anyone to use their own territories to resume the war or serve an
aggressive policy.

Regarding Indochina, the Republic of Vietnam has asserted many times that the neutrality
of Cambodia and Laos must be respected. In the fourth point of our eight-point solution
of 27 January 1972, we proposed that both sides would respect the 1954 and 1962 Geneva
agreements respectively on Indochina and Laos, that there would be no foreign interference
in the Indochinese peoples' internal affairs, and that the Indochinese pesoples would settle
their own problems.

It is thought that any new solution on the neutralization of Indochina cannot provide any
points- that are more concrete any constructive than the above point.

If the world "neutrality"” is conceived genuinely, the Republic of Vietnamis innate stand
can be considered as the most constructive one.

The North Vietnamese communists have bragzenly violated the neutrality of Laos and ¢embodisz
and trampled on the Geneva agreements which they sigred to invade the Republic of Vietnam.
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Tn thelr aggression in Indechlng they have enjoyed the fmportant ald of communlisd

countries, espscially the USSR and communist China, Meanwhile, they have shouted
for the "neutralization” of South Vietnam. So, objectlve people note that while
speaking of the "neutralization® of South Vietnam, the communists and procommunists
actually want to use that apparently attractive label to promote a one-way solution
and to exert pressure to demand that our allied armed forces not be present in this
country and refrain from exercizing the public right to self-defense,

Meanwhile, they do not say a word about thelr aggressive activities Iin Indochina,
nor do they mention the considerable communist Chinese and Soviet ald to Horth
Vietnam in this aggression,

For this reason, I resolutely oppose communist-style neutrality because this is a .
maiiciocus communist plot aimed at paralyzing and isolating us in our self-defense
struggle and then at annexing our country and then all of southeast Asia,

This war was not created by the Republlc of Vietnam because we have been conducting
a self-defense struggle in ocur own country, So, he who deals with the "neutrality”
solution must deal with the aggressors and pay special attention to the importance

of an effective control and guarantee system in the neutrallzation solution, because
international communlism has not yet given up its aggressive and expansionist policy.

Iram convinced that all the Vietnamese people and you, their representatives in this
National Assembly, dgree with me on this point,

Regarding the problem of neutralizing Southeast Asia posed recently by a number of
-ecountrles in this zone, we must realize that the noncommunist states in this zone
have neither aggressive désigns nor means to carry out aggression. They only want
the powers outsilde the zoha to refrain from intervening in it so as to avoid turning
it into a zone of confliect among themselves, :

In this problem we see that the "neutralization™ of Southeast Asia depends on the
attitude of powers, espscially the powers plotting and having means to wage aggressilon,
and on their willingness to give up thelr plot to rule over this zone direetly ar
indirectly., For this reason, the main practical questlon is to neutralize these
powers! actlvities in this zone,

The United States has displayed 1ts good will by withdrawing 1ts troops. Peace will
be restored soon 1f the USSR and communist China show their good will likewise,

The powers must control themselves and each other on the basic principle that no
power 1s allawed to take advantage of the territory or means of any country in this
zone to invade other countries, Moreover, ‘they must not encourage of support the
so-called "liberation war" to expand their Influence, because this will result in
-changing the balance of forces in the zone and prolonging the chaotlec situation in
Southeast Asia, '
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'n this troubled Scutneast Asia, vhe way to establish a lasting peace 13 not ©L eji-
o s2lf-defense rignt of small countries, bul o2 neutralize all
the powers and paralyze the activiries of the powers having aggressiv
. : suntries in the zone can properly exerzise the national right %s selr-
dexrermination without being under the pressure of any forcg coming I'rso anywher:

Yhat is important is that all powers concerned must respect these points

In the joint communique btetween the United States and communist China on 17T February
1972, the Peking administration and the United States declared : "No side will seek
to establish ite rule in the Asian-Pacific zone and both sides oppose the plot of any
other country or group of countries to establish its or their domination in this
zone."

The Peking administration also declared that it Mopposes all foreign invasion, in-
teference and control and all instigations from outside" and that it "advocates the
withdrawal of all foreign troops to their own territories."

These principles are not strange to us. What is most necessary is that these points
must be understoed sincerely and applied to all sides and not to one side only to
allow the communists to deceive and deprive the free countries of theilr right to self-
defense and mutual solidarity and therefore to carry ouf their expansionist scheme.

vr a2ddition to solving certain problems among the powers to restore peace to Southeast
isia, the Scutheast Asian countries must also seek to reach a common conception and,
if possible, a common plan to establish and safeguard peace and to stabilize this

No country or group of countries in Southeast Asia can consider its or their peace
stable if a neighboring Southeast Asian state is invaded. On trne other hand, if the
powers are not allowed to intervene in Southeast Asia in order to establish a peace-
ful and stable zone, the Southeast Asian countries must on their part agree that they
will cooperate to oppose any foreign interference, will refrain from invading another
country, will allow no one to use their territories to invade other countries, and
will collaborate in a friendly way on the basis of equality and mutual respect for
each other'!s sovereignty.

A%t present, Southeast Aslan nations, though under different political regimes, have
expressed similar basiec views. These views oppose foreign intervention and advocate
nationai self-determination and peaceful coexistence irrespective of political and
soecial regimes. They also advocate solving all differsnces in the area by peaceful
means.

In 1955, 29 Afro=Asian countries including the RVN and North Vietnam attended the
Randung conference and approved a joint declaration of the conference that upheld
the aforementioned principles.

In the present situation, I think it is time to convene a conference or all 10
doutheast Asian countries including North Vietnam. North Vietnam should participate

<n this conference if it has a sincere desire for peace. This 1s necessary for it vo
display i%s much~heralded good will for peace.

A
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and cultural relations among fthe nations in tne area. The proposed conference is also
designed to lay. a basis for the relationship between the countries in the area and the
bilg foreign powers on the basis of these principles.

If the proposal for such an all-Southeast Asia conference is responded to, we will be
glad to invite Southeast Asian countries to come and meet in the RVN capital or we
will be ready to participate in that conference in any other place chosen by the
majority of the Southeast Asian countries.

In past years, the war in South Vietnam has created among international public opinion
the concern- that this war may spread and lead to a dangerous conflict among the great
powers. Therefore, an all-Southeast Asia conference with the participation of both
South and North Vietnam would be a historic event which mlght lead to the building of
a lasting peace for all of Southeast Asia..

The foreign policies of the Republic of Vietnam are based on the principles of peace-
ful coexistence, peoplels self-determination, and friendly relations with all the
nations which truly respect the independence and freedom of the Republic of Vietnam.

Therefore, the Governmant of the Republic of Vietnam always acclaims all efforts and
is ready to attend any international conference in order to solve all problems and to
restore peace and stabilization %o Vietnam, Indochina and all of Southeast Asia.

Dear messrs the chairman of the senate and the speaker of Sthe house of representatives,
gentlemen, ‘

B | .
With the experiences gaiﬁed by a great number of our combatants, cadres and coOmpé -
triots through sorrow, mourning, tears, sweat, blood and hones for one-~fourth of a
sentury and in the face of the stubborness and treachery of our enemny--the communist
AgEressors--who have not for the first time but have countless times brazenly earried
out aggressive acts and who will carry them out again, I wish to present to you
gentlemen and the nation the following points coming from the hottom of my heapt:

No one understands the communists more clearly than we do, and no one has more or as
rany sorrowful experiences with the communists than we.

¥o one will bear the responsibility and admit the fault before our national history
and children and grandchildren for us, 1f this country is lost,

No one can more firmly guarantee that South Vietnam will not rall into the commﬁnistss
hands than we at present.

Therefore, we must:

First, not let ourselves be rocked to sleep and never forget ammexation and that for
the communists only they themselves have the right to survive;

Second, understand that national concord, national unity, and elimination op ha tred
do not mean generosity, sleep, or allowing the comwmunists to rule the roost and Drew
senting them with opportunities for annexing this country and eliminating our people;

0
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Finally, understand that in the face of the loss or survival of ocur country and the
17 million southern pecple there can be no stand which may be called firm and there
can be only one stand, which 1is the stand of loss or no loss of the country.

1L wish you gentlemen a very successful session.

respectful salutations to the chairman of the senate and the spesaker of the house of
representatives and to all of you gentlemen.

Saigon, 2 October 1972.

MME BINH COMMENTS IN STOCKHOLM ON SETTLEMENT

Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 1730 GMT 29 Sep 72 L
{Report by Lars (?Suneson) ]

[Text] Foreign Minister of the South Vietnamese Provisional Revolutionary Government
vme Thi Binh has arrived in Sweden. She arrived at Arlanda [Stockholm airport] a few
hours ago. In Stockholm she is to represent the NLF at the party congress of the
Social Democratic Party. Mme Binh is the chief delegate of the NLF at the peace
talks in Paris. She met the press at Arlanda.

The first question asked of Mme Binh at the press conference at Arlanda concerned the
sumeTs about a peace agreement on Vietnam said to be in sight. But Mme-Binh denied
that a peace agreement is topical. If it were true, the Vietnamese would be the first
to rejoice, but regrettably it 1s not true.

vme Binh pointed out that U.S. bombings of North and South Vietnam contirue with un-
diminished force. A solution to those topical questions is very distant, sue said.
¥me Binh said of the situation in Vietnam that the offensive of the revolutionary
side continues with undiminished force, and in that way the peace situation is im-
proved, but this does not concern the peace talks in Paris.

[Question--interlocutor unidentified] As is known, the Provisional Revolutionary
Government in South Vietnam, the PRG, has proposed a three-segment coalition in South
Vietnam. What is going to look like? Are the segments equal?

[¥me Binh in French, followed by Swedish translation] We have started with realities:
There are two administrations, two armies and three different political foreces in
Jouth Vietnam. The three-segment government will consist of representatives of the
PRG, the Saigon administration with the exception of President Thieu, and of other
s0cial, politiecal and religious movements in the country. -These three forces will

he on an equal footing as regards the number of persons and power. How this govern-
sent is to be elected is not a particularly significant question right now. The PRG
is a coalition government and it is the strongesft force; put we want a political
settlement of the conflict, and it is in order to show our will for peace that we have
nronosed this solubion. The three-segment government will be of a temporary nature;
i1i5 chief task will be to organize free democratlc elections in South Vietnam.

4 pease=fire in Soush Vietnam must lead to a permanent peace. FoOr that reason the
milisary and political problems must be solvad. For that reason w2 have not zccepted
the proposals for a ceasesfire made in May by President Nixon, who now does nat
selieve in an imminent geace agreement.
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